A Brief History of Amon Carter Field
  Beginning after World War II, the cities Dallas and Fort Worth began talking about joining forces to create a joint regional airport to serve the two growing metropolises.  For years the project languished as the two rivals could not agree on a site.  Fort Worth had annexed a large area of land north of Grand Prairie on the Dallas-Tarrant County line for possible use as an airport.  Dallas balked, however, as the site was in the city limits of Fort Worth and civic pride dictated that its smaller neighbor to the west should not have control over the new airport.  By 1950, plans for the new so-called "Midway Airport" seemed doomed as Dallas announced it would invest in upgrading the existing facilities at Love Field.

  Amon Carter, publisher of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram was a big believer in the airport idea as well as one of Fort Worth's most vocal boosters.  It was with Carter's support that the city of Fort Worth decided to go it alone and build the "Midway Airport" without the help of Dallas.  Construction began in mid-1951 on the annexed site along the county line.  Many people were skeptical about the new airport's location - it was closer to Love Field than it was to downtown Fort Worth - but Fort Worth officials were optimistic that the new facility would persuade the airlines serving the two cities to combine operations into the new airport.

  Amid this optimism, the "Midway Airport" opened to the public in September of 1953.  By that time, however, the airport had gained a new name.  Just prior to the airport's completion, Amon Carter died at the age of 85.  Citing his undying support of the project, the city of Fort Worth moved to name the new airport in his memory and it was dedicated Greater Fort Worth International Airport - Amon Carter Field on April 25, 1953.

  For its first few years, Amon Carter (ACF) flourished.  The airport was arguably the finest in the region with the most up-to-date facilities and passenger amenities available.  The terminal was built in the Moderne style popular at the time and featured marble floors, a huge ticketing and baggage claim area, and twin two-level gate concourses providing ample waiting space for passengers, friends and relatives alike.  Original passenger airlines serving the airport were Dallas-based Braniff International Airways, American Airlines (who would later turn the airport into its corporate headquarters), Delta Air Lines, Pioneer Air Lines (who would be bought out by Continental shortly after the airport's opening), and Central Air Lines (who used the new airport as the impetus to move its headquarters south from Oklahoma City to ACF).  In addition, American built a huge maintenance hangar at ACF and would remain a major tenant throughout the airport's life (and afterlife).

  By the end of the 1950's, ACF was on a downslide from which it would never recover.  The death blow for the airport's viability was made when Dallas undertook a huge expansion at Love Field in 1959 - opening a mammoth new terminal and adding an extra runway to increase capacity.  One by one, the major airlines began to abandon ACF - which was by then called (rather ironically) Greater Southwest International (GSW - to avoid confusion, I will still use the ACF identifier when referring to the airport, however).  The 1960's saw a further decline in services at ACF, with possibly the biggest blow occurring when Central Airlines was bought out by Frontier in 1967.  The headquarters building at ACF was boarded up, and services were slashed.

  By the end of the 1960's ACF's days were numbered.  Dallas was now receptive to the idea of a regional airport that would serve both cities.  However, it was clear that Dallas would not accept an expanded ACF to take that role.  As a compromise - one that inevitably cost the citizens of the Metroplex a lot of unneeded expense - a new airport site was selected on the north side of Texas Highway 183.  This site was literally across the street from ACF, and as such meant the end of the airport.

  Throughout the last two years or so of the 1960's and the first three years of the 1970's, all airline service at ACF ended.  The airport was still home to a number of travel clubs and was used for many training flights.  It was just such a flight that resulted in a horrible crash that left a mark on the aviation industry that is still felt today.

  On the morning of May 30, 1972, an American Airlines DC-10 left Love Field for a few training approaches and landings at ACF.  About 20 minutes later, a Delta DC-9-14 also left Love with the same plans.  Making an approach to Runway 13, the DC-9 became caught in the wake vortex of the DC-10, causing the aircraft to flip over and crash onto the runway with the loss of all aboard.  This crash was significant as it marked the first time a narrow-body airliner had crashed due to the wake of a wide-body.  Lessons learned from that crash included major changes in separation between wide-bodies and their smaller counterparts.

  In late 1973, DFW opened to the public and ACF was officially a dead airport.  As DFW's location was directly north, any plane using ACF would automatically have conflicted with the traffic patterns there, so ACF was closed to all air traffic.  The airport survived for a few years as a salvage site.  American used the parking lots at their hangar as satellite parking for crews at DFW - they parked at ACF and caught busses over to the new airport.  The growing mid-cities area between Dallas and Fort Worth quickly made ACF's site too valuable to remain undeveloped.  In the late 1970's, virtually all of the airport buildings were demolished.  The runways were dug up soon afterward.  In ACF's place rose a mammoth office complex known as the Centreport, which is today the site of American Airlines' corporate headquarters.  American has made a small gesture to remember the airport that is now its home, however.  SABRE records that originate from facilities at the Centreport (excepting those that come from the headquarters building itself) all carry the identifier "GSW" - In my time at American, I've often wondered how many people really know why that identifier is used?

  There are still a few physical remains of ACF that can be viewed today.  The most significant is about 500 feet or so of runway 17-35 that is visible just off Highway 183.  If you take 183 west from Dallas through Irving and towards DFW, you will see a sign for Amon Carter Boulevard (a clue, perhaps?)  Exit at Amon Carter and continue to the stop sign at the end of the off-ramp.  To your right as you reach the stop, you will notice a large empty concrete area - pull over on to it and park.  On the other side of the fence (don't try and climb it as you will be entering DFW property and subjecting yourself to possible jail time) you will notice that the "road" continues on for some distance to the north.  You are standing on (and looking at) runway 17-35.  If you walk a little bit more to the west, you will see that the taxiway is still there also.  Another remnant can be viewed from the Centreport parking lots.  Go south on Amon Carter until you get to the large building on your right.  From the west side of the parking lot, you should be able to see a small buff brick building near a grove of trees.  I'm told that this was some type of service building for ACF, and has been maintained for use by the Centreport.  If you aren't comfortable parking in AA's lots, you can continue south along Amon Carter until you hit the end at Trinity Road.  Turn right on Trinity and look for the 7-11 on your left.  From there it's just a short walk eastward to where the curbing opens up but no road follows it.  This was an old access road and the service building should be visible right in front of you.  The last remnant of ACF can be found by continuing east along Trinity until you reach Highway 360.  Take the access road north to the junction with FAA Road.  On your right at FAA Road, you will see more curbing open out onto roads that go nowhere.  This was the main entrance road that once led to the terminal.  And since you're there - head across Highway 360 to the C.R. Smith Museum located just inside the American training complex along FAA Road.  Admission is free, and the place is chock full of AA history.  Hopefully by now, the "Flagship Knoxville" exhibit is open.  The "Knoxville" is a meticulously restored 1940-vintage DC-3 which used to be displayed outside the entrance to the museum.  The elements and obnoxious patrons (savages!) had taken their toll on the plane, so it was dismantled and repaired earlier this year.  The plane will be housed in a new hangar at the museum, thanks to the donations of many AA employees and friends and members of the museum.  (I know this sounds like an ad - but hey, I'm a member of the museum - what can I say?)  I was last there in late March and the exhibit wasn't open then - I was told, however, that it should be ready to go this summer.  The museum aside, the "Knoxville" itself is worth the trip if you are a propliner fan.

  Another museum of interest to classic fans is Frontiers of Flight in Dallas.  It's located on the second level of the terminal at Love Field.  There's was a $2.00 admission last time I was there, plus you have to pay for parking.  The place is a must, however, if you are a Braniff fan like I am.  The museum is small - so small there are no aircraft on display - but a lot of photos and models of BN aircraft.  The original artist's model of Alexander Calder's Bicentennial 727 is there, as well as one of the few surviving Concorde models in BN colors.  Great place to spend an hour or so if you're waiting for a connection at Love (I always schedule myself two hours between flights when I connect on Southwest through there).  I've read in their newsletter that they are planning to build a huge new building on Lemmon Avenue just outside the airport that will include many aircraft owned by the museum.  Texas Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson and Ross Perot, Jr. are both on the Board of Directors, and with that money and power behind it, it seems likely that it will get done. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  A few notes about the scenery.  This project was created using old Jeppesen charts and photographs of the original airport.  Unfortunately, I did not have a chart of the airport, so I had to build the runway and ramp layouts using what photographs I had of the field.  As a result, the actual layout of the airport may have some errors in it.  If you or anyone you know has a chart of the airport, please e-mail me at AMIEVONG@prodigy.net.  If you can e-mail the chart, that would be great - if you cannot, I can send you an SASE and you can snail-mail me a copy.  There is one glaring error that I would not be surprised if someone picks up on - the terminal and the hangars are light gray.  The real terminal and the American Airlines hangar were buff brick.  The macros in Airport that I had available to me came in the gray color - and I'm not good enough at scenery design yet to change them.  If anyone knows how, again please e-mail me and tell me what to do.  If it is to complicated to write out, I can always e-mail you the source files and you could make the change for me - and I will give you credit for the change in the updated release of the scenery.  Something that may appear as an error is the B-36 that is sitting in the middle of the grass.  It's not an error.  Carswell Air Force Base (now Fort Worth NAS) on the west side of the city was home to the Convair plant that built the Peacemakers.  To commemorate that fact, a B-36 was placed on static display along the airport's entrance road.

  In case you're wonder what happened to the B-36, you can still go and visit it at its new home.  When Amon Carter was shut down in the 1970's, the B-36 was dismantled and moved to Carswell, where it was placed on display outside the base's main entry.  Even though Carswell is now a Navy facility, the Peacemaker is still there.  (I have heard rumblings that it may be moved to Dallas when the Frontiers of Flight Museum opens its new facility near Love Field, but I've never gotten confirmation on that.)

  For more information about the history of Amon Carter Field, Brian Lusk authored an excellent article about the airport entitled "Ghost Town International Airport" that appeared in the March/April, 1996 issue of Airways magazine.  I believe back issues are still available from their website at http://www.airwaysmag.com/.  Several photographs, including ones used by myself to create this scenery and by Mr. Lusk in his article can be found at The Collection of Texas/Dallas History and Archives Division of the Dallas Public Library - http://www.lib.ci.dallas.tx.us/home/htm.

  Thank you for downloading my scenery and I hope you enjoy it as much as I did creating it.
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